
Plano drops its ugly master plan fight, but 
can it heal divisive political splits? 

After almost five years, the City Council steps away from legal battle with five 
residents and schedules "repeal and replace" vote. 

DMN Sharon Grigsby 

The Plano City Council is done fighting in court with five residents over its master 
development plan. 

Two consequential votes -- accomplished in under three minutes -- brought to an 
end the city’s almost five years of legal jousting to protect Plano Tomorrow, which 
was created with the collaboration of many residents yet turned into a rallying cry 
for a faction that claims the city doesn’t listen to them. 

Sunday’s special meeting began with all-too-familiar public comments on the 
controversy followed by yet another executive session, this one lasting 90 
minutes. City Council members emerged and voted unanimously not to appeal 
the latest court ruling. 

Lily Bao then made a motion to repeal Plano Tomorrow and replace it with the 
previous 1986 master plan. With no discussion, her colleagues unanimously voted 
yes. 

The council will take up the agenda item Wednesday during a joint session with 
Plano’s Planning and Zoning Commission. 

The Plano Tomorrow controversy began in 2015 when resident Beth Carruth 
submitted petitions with more than 4,000 signatures calling on the City Council to 
repeal the just-approved master plan — or to let voters decide its fate. 

The city secretary never forwarded the petitions to the council because the city 
maintained that development plans such as Plano Tomorrow fall outside the 
bounds of referendum petitions. In response, Carruth and four other Plano 
residents filed the lawsuit. 

The state’s Fifth District Court of Appeals’ July 23 ruling left the city with no legal 
wiggle room. It rejected the argument that master plans aren’t subject to 



referendum petitions and ordered the city secretary to present the referendum 
petition within 14 days. 

Plano attorney Jack Ternan, who represents the five plaintiffs, said after the 
meeting that he is pleased the case is coming to an end. “They are doing what 
they should have done years ago.” 

After repealing controversial Plano 
Tomorrow plan, the city goes back to the 
drawing board 

In the meantime, the city will use a development plan that dates back to 1986. 

Terri Webster, Dallas Morning News, August 3, 2021 

A week after scrapping the controversial development plan known as Plano 
Tomorrow, the city is going back to the drawing board. 

Members of Plano’s Comprehensive Plan Review Committee told the city council 
Monday that work is beginning to develop a new plan that will guide the city’s 
growth in the years ahead. 

Council members noted a sense of urgency as well as a need to gather public 
input. Plano Tomorrow was abandoned after a five-year legal battle with a group 
of residents who said they’d been left out of the previous process, arguing the 
plan encouraged dense development that would come at the expense of what 
they described as the city’s suburban character. 

After repealing Plano Tomorrow last week, the city reverted to a development 
plan that dates to 1986. 

The 16-member review committee is studying parts of Plano Tomorrow and is 
working with the Planning & Zoning Commission to recommend a new plan. 

Doug Shockey, chair of the review committee, said community meetings are in 
the works and will be held in the near future. 

Going forward, the committee’s website will be updated with the latest 
information. A new plan is  


